
Prefix First Digit Second Digit Third Digit Suffix After the 
slash

Point size; 
theoretically 1 
through 9, but it 
seems in practice 
limited to 1 
through 6

Body Decoration:

0 = no bands, or one 
thin band near mouth 
of cap

1 = one broad band at 
the cap’s mouth

3 = one band at the 
crown of the cap and 
two bands on the body

4 = apparently any 
complication of 
banding on the cap; 
catalogue examples 
include a band at crown 
and mouth, and 
multiple bands by the 
mouth

5 = A pair of solid 9 
carat bands on the body

6 = On metal pens, 
incisions to mock 
bands

9 = Uncommonly 
splendid paired bands 
on the cap; catalogue 
examples include 
enameled and decorated 
rolled gold

Mystery; it may 
have bearing on 
available warranty:

0 = appears mainly on 
rubber models or 
celluloid models with 
an unsupported cap 
mouth

1 = ?

2 = Average?

4 = appears only on 
Eternal models

5 = appears only on 
metal-bodied models in 
1927 and 1932 
catalogue, but also on 
some later celluloid 
models

6 = ?

Body shape 
variations:

B = Short, a vest 
pocket version

½ = Slender

Body Material 
(celluloid unless 
noted):
36 = Blue/gold marble

45 = Grey pearl marble

47 = Black/brown/white 
mosaic

 48 = Green pearl on a 
black field

49 = Black-veined pearl

50 = Jade

52 = Marbled blue

53 = Mottled red (rubber 
or celluloid?)

57 = Blue/black/bronze 
marble

59 = grey/red/purple 
marble (“Italian marble”)

60 = Black hard rubber

61 = Woodgrain hard 
rubber

62 = Red/gold marble

63 = Russet/jade marble

64 - Brown/Amber

66 = Emerald

67 - Amythest/gold

76 - Green hatch

77 - Ruby hatch

78 - Grey hatch

82 - Blue/gold/brown 
spiral

83 = Blue snakeskin

84 = Blue-green snakeskin

85 = Mauve snakeskin

86 = Silver snakeskin

87 = Blue lizard

88 = Green lizard

89 = Magenta lizard

93 = Golden pearl marble

S.F. = Self Filler 
(dropped sometime 
between 1927 and 
1932)

L = Leverless

V = Visofil Mk I

VT = Visofil Mk II

SM = Swan Minor; 
these letters may be 
followed only by 
point size indicator

(BB = Blackbird)

(BT = BB Topfil)

Mabie-Todd & Co.

Swan (Mostly) Model Numbers Pre- War



First Digit Second Digit Third and Fourth Digit

Filler:

3 = Lever

4 = Leverless

(5 = Blackbird?)

Point size; theoretically 1 through 9, but it seems 
in practice limited to 1 through 6

Body Colour:

20 = Indigo

30 = Grey (later lighter blue)

41 = Green marble

42 = Blue marble

44 = Rose marble

48 = Grey marble

50 = Maroon

60 = Black

61 = Black (hard rubber)

72 = Pastel green

73 = Coral

74 = Ivory

75 = Blue

76 = Green

77 = Red

Post- WarMabie-Todd & Co.

Swan (et alia) Model Numbers


